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Theory Background 

 Key elements of the theory are 
described.  

 Key players in the development 
of the theory are mentioned. 

 If a particular concept from the 
theory is the focus of the 
application, describe that 
concept and how it relates to the 
theory more broadly. 

 What are limitations of the 
theory? 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Object of Study Background 

 The writer gives an overview of 
the object of study. 

 Whose definition/understanding 
of the object of study is being 
used in the description? 

 What is the author’s relationship 
to the OoS? Does the author 
present herself/himself as an 
insider or outsider? 

 The description of the object of 
study includes discussion of the 
structure of the object, 
relationships existing within the 
object of study, outsiders’ 
relationship with the object, the 
context of the object, the 
location of the object (physical, 
temporal, societal, etc…) 

 Background information on the 
object of study is sufficient for 
the reader to understand the 
object. 

 
 

 

Fitting Theory to OoS 

 The writer makes an argument 
for the appropriateness of 

 



application of the theory to the 
OoS. 

 If aspects of the theory were not 
used in the application or were 
deemed not relevant, explain 
why the theoretical focus was 
narrowed. 

 

Theoretical Application 

 How do elements of OoS align 
with elements of the theory? 

 Is the OoS mapped with the 
theory? 

 Were there limitations to the 
application of the theory to the 
particular OoS? 

 How does the theory shed light 
on the OoS? 

 What insight into the OoS is 
provided through application of 
the theory? 

 
 

 

Conclusions Drawn from Application 

 Were limitations of the 
application of theory described? 

 Did the writer reflect on whether 
this was an effective application 
of the theory? 

 What implications did the 
application of the theory have for 
future work with the OoS? 

 Does the application of theory 
suggest changes to the OoS or 
changes to an understanding of 
the OoS are needed? 

 What does the application of 
theory to the OoS reveal about 
the theory itself?  
 

 

 


